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openEHR – Archetype
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openEHR Archetypes

Represent discrete clinical concepts

Model a range of concepts:
� Simple and straightforward concepts 

� ‘blood pressure’

� ‘weight’

� Complex compound concepts such as 

� ‘medication order’

� ‘Lung cancer pathology lab test’
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Archetypes - Computable Clinical 
Knowledge –ADL/XML

definition
data matches {

ITEM_TREE[at0002] matches { -- structure
items cardinality matches {1..*; 

unordered} matches {
ELEMENT[at0003] matches 

{ -- Agent
value matches 

{

DV_TEXT matches {*}
}

}
ELEMENT[at0010] 

occurrences matches {0..1} matches { -- Agent category
value matches 

{

DV_CODED_TEXT matches {
defining_code matches {

[local::

at0011, -- Food

at0012, -- Animal

at0013, -- Medication

at0014, -- Other chemical or substance



Archetype modelling paradigm

Requires:

� Minimum Dataset?

� Maximum Dataset

Each archetype is inclusive of 

ALL attributes clinicians might want to 
capture about a discrete concept
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openEHR Templates

Templates are formal specifications defining a 
particular aggregation of archetypes

� Context, purpose, clinical domain or location.
� Constrain the component archetypes to make them 'fit for purpose', 

including 
� assigning default values,
� Making items mandatory
� Hiding non-mandatory items 

In practice…
� combining and further constraining archetypes

� Define localised data entry requirements
� i.e. A “minimum dataset”
� Reports , data-entry requirements
� Message content
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openEHR Template
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